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DOUG DARKO--EARLY NCAA 




Information Services U m na missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522 
by Lee Urbaniak 
MISSOULA ..... 
The University of Montana track team is assured of at least one representative at the 
NCAA Championships this spring. 
Doug Darko qualified for the nationals for the second year in a roN by running a life-
time best of 13:45 in the three-mile at Seattle last Saturday. 
Darke's effort netted him a narrow triumph over Rick Albright, a 4:04 miler from Wash-
ington. "I couldn't believe I out-kicked him," Darko said. 
l'Jeather conditions for most of the meet were objectionable, but, Darko said, "it cleared 
up just before the three-mile and turned out pretty well." 
The sophomore from Great Falls is only 16 seconds behind All-American Doug Brown's 
Montana record in the three-mile. 
Coach Harley Lewis was highly pleased with Doug's performance and believes he can get 
the record, if not this year, next year for sure. 
After a disappointing home indoor season, Doug trained almost two-hundred miles a week. 
He finished the indoor season at Washington State by setting a Ul·l record of 6:36. 1 in the 
mile-and-a-half. The former mark of 6:44 was set by Brown. 
Darko said that if he can run a 13:30 three-mile he could get into the finals at the 
national meet, held this year at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Last year Doug finished tenth in 
his heat and did not qualify for the finals. This year he \·Jill be competing against such 
great runners as University of Oregon Olympian Steve Prefontaine and Washington State's 
John Ngeno. 
As the season progresses Darko should be joined in his bid at nationals by steeplechaser 
George Cook and possibly several other members of the ~lantana track team. 
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